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Have you finished your math homework yet?

No, not yet. It’s really difficult.

( me / if / need / let / know / you ) any help.
Thank you. I will.

( thebook / you / read / written / have / by ) our teacher?

Yes. Ireaditlast week. It was interesting. You should read it, too.

How many members are there in your soccer club?
There are about sixty.

Wow, that’s alot. Yourclub ( twice / has / members / as

AR ENENALANDZTET,

/ ours / as / many ).
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During lunch break, Akio, Kana, and John are talking in the classroom.  They are all first-year high school students.

John is from Australia and is staying with a *host family.

Akio:

John:

Akio:

John:
Kana:

John:

Akio:

John:

Akio:

John:

Akio:

Kana:

Akio:

Kana:

Akio:

John:

Kana:

John:
Akio:
John:

Kana:

John:

Kana:

Akio:
John:

Kana:

Hey John, it’s already one month since you came to Japan. How is life in Japan?

I like ita lot. Many things are new and surprising.

Can you give me some examples?

First, *vending machines. They are everywhere. [7]

Yeah. Have you ever used vending machines in Japan?

Yes. One day, I forgot my water bottle and got very thirsty. (1There were no shops nearby, and [ know /
@ do /@ didn’t/ @1/ @ what/® to] .

Ohno! That sounds hard. What happened next?

I was lucky to find a vending machine and buy a drink. It really helped me.

That’s good to hear. I have a story about a vending machine, too. One very cold morning with strong wind, I
was waiting for a bus with my little sister. We were going to our grandparents’ house, and the bus was late and
didn’t come.

Really? What did you do?

My sister and I forgot our gloves. I was okay, but she looked very cold.

Ohno. That sounds tough.

All the shops near the bus stop were closed because it was early in the morning. Then I saw a vending machine,
so I bought her a bottle of hot tea.

@How kind you were!

She smiled and said she felt better because the hot tea warmed her hands.

Really? That was good for her. By the way, do vending machines in Japan sell hot drinks?

Yes. You can get both hot and cold drinks from one vending machine.

That’s great!

*Plus, Japanese vending machines have various kinds of food, like snacks, bread, and noodles. [-]

That is amazing!

Yeah, you can even buy ice cream from a vending machine. When I was a child, there was an ice cream vending
machine near the park. I played in the park a lot. On hot days, my mom often bought ice cream for me.

Oh, ice cream from a vending machine? That sounds nice!

It was very delicious. I have good memories of it.

That’s a beautiful memory. Is there anything else that is surprising to you, John?

Yes. One time, [ went to a restaurant with my host family. When I entered it, I saw a lot of dishes in a glass
display case. [™]

Oh. You mean *food samples?
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Yeah, they looked so real. I really thought I could eat them.

Many people think so at first.

Actually, they helped me a lot. I couldn’t read the menu because it was written only in Japanese, but the food
samples helped me understand what the food was like.

They help foreign people or small children who cannot read Japanese well when they choose their meals from the
menu. Some restaurants use food samples (3)for this reason.

I also saw food sample *keychains in a shop. They were so cute that I bought some for my family. 1 got a sushi
one for my sister, and a ramen one for my brother.

I’'m sure they will like them.

I also like convenience stores in Japan. I love Japanese food, so I’m happy I can buy miso soup, oden, and green
tea there. They have so many items. [I]

Yeah, they are part of my daily life. What is your favorite thing in convenience stores?

My favorite is onigiri. 1 think it is a great idea that the rice and *seaweed *are separated in a *wrapper. And
@this keeps seaweed *crispy until you eat it. I love onigiri with crispy seaweed.

Iknow. Convenience store onigiri is really good. Plus, convenience stores are useful because you can do many
things there, like picking up things you ordered on the internet or buying concert tickets.

Oh, that reminds me. I printed some photos there last week. It was easy.

I didn’t know we could do all those things at convenience stores. They are amazing. 1 was surprised by one

more thing. (5On the news, [ Japanese soccer fans / @ 1/ @) saw / @ were / & who/ ® cleaning ]

the seats after the match.

I also know a similar story. A famous baseball player picked trash up during the game. From a young age, we
have learned the importance of cleaning *public places.

We start learning how to clean in elementary school and keep doing it even after we grow up.

That’s fantastic. So, we clean our classroom after school.

Yes. That is our *responsibility. We learn to public places this way.

That’s wonderful. Japanese people are *responsible.

Oh! The bell will ring soon. We need to get ready for the next class.

I wish I had more time to talk.

Me, too.

I learned many things about Japan today.

Tell us something about Australia next time.

Of course. I promise that.

host family A 77 I U— vending machine H B 7EH%
plus ZoE food sample & fnt o 7L
keychain F—7/L 4 — seaweed

be separated 7ML TV D wrapper @it ¢ LA
crispy /NURY L7z public place AFLDOLHT
responsibility EH 1T responsible HILENH D
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(M 1] () There were no shops nearby, and [ know /@ do/ @ didn’t/ @1/ G what/ ® to] . £H 57, [ ]
NOFEZASLOFWAUCE D LIz /zbx, SFEBLS5FEBIC 2 HEOMAGDLELE LTEL
WH DX, RO 5 BT END,

7 3B ©@ do 5%B @O know
14 3B O know 5%ZB © do
” 3%FEB ©@ do 5B @ 1

I 3FEH O know 5%ZB © to

(f12]) oHowkindyouwere! & & 25723, ZDOXHIZKana NF-7-BME L TRb#EZ2 DX, KOOI HT

I END,

7 Akio helped his little sister by buying a hot drink for her from a vending machine.
4 Akio bought gloves for his little sister at a convenience store.

7 Akio gave his gloves to his little sister because she forgot hers and was cold.

T Akio bought a hot drink for his little sister at a convenience store.

(f13) @forthisreason & dH 223, ZHNKRTHNEL L THROHBEUIR L DX, RO HTIEXEND,

Food samples in Japanese restaurants do not look so real.
Food samples are useful for people who can’t read Japanese well.

Food samples are helpful only for foreign people.

H 3 N N

Food samples helped Akio understand what the food was like.

(4] wthis & 555, TARETHEL LTRLENR LD, KO 5 bTE LR,

Onigiri is John’s favorite thing in convenience stores.
We can buy miso soup, oden, and green tea in convenience stores.

Convenience stores are useful because they have onigiri with crispy seaweed.

H 3 N N

The rice and seaweed do not touch each other inside a wrapper.
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7 3%B @ saw 5B @ were
4 3%&HBH @ Japanesesoccerfans 5&FFH & who
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(6] AXDFHITE D LI, (6) DFICAND bD L L TR BIETZ2DIE, ROH>BTIEHE
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(7] AXOFHAZE D £ 91, ROXZH S HE, ROEYREINL, [7] ~[T] 055 TiEEND,

I thought they were real!

(B18) RIXDODHNBIZA->TWDHHLDE, DT ~FD ) HH ZDEA,

¥ N H G AN

(R19) HRE=NESLIEZE0H DERCHIB TR LEZZEHS LW L2 —2%), ToEMA23EETHA
L&, 72721, EARTIEEE IR XEL, T,1 [ Z2EI3EGERICEDRn,

John bought a drink outside because he didn’t bring one.

Akio has a beautiful memory of enjoying ice cream on hot days.

John bought some food sample keychains because they looked so cute.
Kana thinks food samples are part of her daily life.

John knew he could buy concert tickets at convenience stores.

Kana told a story about the Japanese baseball player.

Three of them promised to talk more about Japan next time.

[D Japanese soccer fans/ @) 1/ @) saw/ @ were/ & who/ ® cleaning ] the seats after
3FEHLGFEBIZD
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Ryo goes to a university in America. He graduated from a high school in Japan. Ms. Yoshida was his English
teacher when he was in high school. She asked him to tell her *current students about his future decision in English.

This is a video letter from him.

Hi, ’'m Ryo. I’m studying at a university in America. Ms. Yoshida was my English teacher, and she asked me to
tell you how I chose my future after high school. I hope my story will help you think about your own future.

In Japan, I have played Wadaiko, a traditional Japanese drum, since [ was a child. My father was in a local Wadaiko
club. When I was ten years old, he took me to one of his practices for the first time. I was surprised by the *powerful,
loud sound. After that, I *fell in love with it and wanted to play like my father. So, I joined the club and started
practicing with him.  Playing the Wadaiko was exciting. I enjoyed making sounds and playing songs with other
members. After one year of hard work, I was able to perform at local festivals and events.

When I was in junior high school in Japan, our club held a Wadaiko experience program in a small hall.  (,We [ to

/ from abroad / wanted / learn / people / Wadaiko / about ] . The plan was to do a performance and teach them how to

play it. More than twenty tourists, including three or four families, joined the program. When we finished our
performance, most of them were excited to learn about Wadaiko and had big smiles on their faces. I was sure that our
performance went well. [7]

After our performance, ()] was a little nervous about teaching. I tried to speak to them with courage, but I couldn’t

because I wasn’t good at English. Then, a young tourist came to me and said, “Hi, nice to meet you. I’'m Karl, from
America. Your performance was amazing! [’m really interested in Japanese drums. Could you teach me how to play
them?” [4] Iwashappy to hear that, so I tried to teach him. Teaching in English was still difficult because my English
wasn’t very good, but I did my best. Karl was kind and tried to understand me. When we were able to communicate
with each other, [ was happy. At the end of the program, he said, “I enjoyed it very much! Thank you for teaching me.”
We promised to keep in touch with each other.

Although I wasn’t interested in English before I met Karl, I became interested in it after meeting him. I really wanted
to talk with him in English. I started studying English harder than before. I asked my teachers more questions about
English lessons and did my homework more *seriously. (3) , Karl and I started talking *online in English.
We often exchanged messages and pictures. When I sent videos of my Wadaiko performance, he was excited.

After entering high school, I kept studying English hard and practicing Wadaiko every weekend. And Karl? Of
course, we kept in touch.  Online talks with Karl improved my English a lot. We learned more about each other, and we

became friends through Wadaiko. 1 realized that traditional arts have the power to connect people beyond language. I

-6 -



became interested in *international exchange and *cross-cultural understanding through *traditional performing arts.
When I was in my second year of high school, Karl invited me to stay with his family in America during summer
vacation. [ was very excited. I stayed at his house for a few weeks, and I had a great time with his family. One day,

@XKarl took me to a small hall without explaining the reason. When I entered it, there was a group of people. Some

were Japanese, and some were not. Then, I saw some Wadaiko drums behind them. While I was wondering what was
happening, Karl smiled and said, ‘“Please enjoy our performance.” Then, he started to play Wadaiko with the other
members. He played Wadaiko really well.  After the performance, I ran to him and asked how he learned to play it. He
said, “Actually, I joined this local Wadaiko club soon after I came back to America. Since then, I’ve wanted you to be
surprised. Ikept it a secret from you until I played it in front of you.” Isaid, “So, you didn’t tell me.” Then, he asked
me about their performance. ["2]  After that, he explained about his Wadaiko club. His club had people from different
cultures. They invited me to join their practice. I enjoyed playing Wadaiko not only with Karl, but also with the other

club members from various *backgrounds. It was a very special experience for me.

After I returned to Japan, I became interested in Wadaiko in America. (5) I was amazed to

learn that Wadaiko is recognized as a part of Japanese culture and is loved by people in America. They respect Japanese
traditions and culture. I also learned that the Japanese traditional performing arts have helped some Japanese people in
America connect with their communities. 1 became interested in how traditional performing arts *contribute to

international exchange and cross-cultural understanding. ) Then I decided to learn about that at a university in America.

Soon after I came to America to study, I became a member of the Wadaiko club that Karl belongs to. We practice
on weekends and sometimes perform at local festivals and events. [’m glad that many people enjoy the powerful sound
of Wadaiko performed by members from different cultural backgrounds. [T]

Before I met Karl, I never imagined I would study in America and play Wadaiko here. (7) Wadaiko and
Karl, I am here now. They brought me to America. We don’t always know what will happen in our lives, so it’s
important to *value every *encounter we have with arts, cultures, and people. High school is the time to learn, try, and
dream. Do not worry if you are not sure about your future now.  Just enjoy learning and meeting people. Every

experience will help you grow and open new doors.

GE)  current BIfED powerful /758
fall in love with ~%4f X272 5 seriously E.RI|Z
online F > 7A T international exchange BEAS i
cross-cultural understanding & SC{LFRAE traditional performing art {=HLZHE
background FHxt, AEWVILH contribute to  ~IZEFkT 5
value ~%KUNZT % encounter HEW



(M 1) 1yWe [to/from abroad / wanted / learn / people / Wadaiko / about] . & & 2723, [ ] NOHEE - fEA)%
AL DOWHICE D L OIS, W~z THT,

(M 2] )] was a little nervous about teaching & & 5 7%, IOIGFEOEROE 2 & L Tibi#Eb 2 b D%, T
I BT END,

Why was Ryo nervous after the performance?

7 Because a young tourist asked Ryo to teach him Japanese.
4 Because he was afraid of speaking English.
7 Because his Wadaiko performance wasn’t good.
I Because most of the people didn’t enjoy the performance.
(3] AXDFIcE > L H1g, (3) DHFIZAND bDE L TR bEEZRDIE, KRDHHTIHLE
QWIRN

Sometimes

>
4 However
7 Usually
I

Also

(R]4]) @Karl took me to a small hall without explaining the reason & & 5728, IROEFEOEHMDEZ L LTS
W72 b DX, ToobTIEEND,

Why did Karl take Ryo to a small hall without explaining the reason?
Because Karl wanted to show Ryo a surprise performance.

7

4 Because Karl’s club had members from different cultures.

7 Because Ryo was interested in Wadaiko in foreign countries.
I

Because Karl’s plan was to introduce Ryo to his family.



(Fi5) |

(5) |0)‘:F' X, WOA~CDOIXNBAND, RIXDFWNIZAED L H1Z, ELL T2

e, TOMAEDEL LTROEDRLDIE, TOFT~ADSHTIEENAN

A
B
C

¥ N H 3 AN

This means many people in America play Wadaiko.
I found that there were many Wadaiko groups there, and some have been active for a long time.

I started looking for websites about it on the internet.

OO0 mw > >
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(M 6] (Then I decided to learn about that at a university in America. & & %723, TONKFEZKRO X HICEEET
rx, [ | ohicAns b0k LTRLENZOE, FO5bTRERN,

Then Ryo decided to learn about I: at a university in America.

7 the respect shown by foreign people for Japanese traditions and culture
4 how traditional arts help people from different cultures understand each other
7 Ryo’s personal experience of playing Wadaiko with Karl in Japan
I the importance of valuing every meeting with arts, cultures, and people
(R 7) AXDOFENIZE D L DI, (M) DHIZANDS LD L L TRbBEYIZROE, RO HTIHE
AU,
7 Instead of
4 In front of
2 Such as
I Thanks to

(8] AXDHAIZH D & 91T, ROXLZAH S B, OLEYREIL, [7] ~[T] ©5bTiTEND,

I told him it was great.



(9] AXDOHEIZE->TVDLHDE, ROT~FD 5 HbHIDiEN,

A 3 4 H 3 AN

After one month of practice, Ryo performed Wadaiko at local festivals.

Ryo met Karl for the first time at the Wadaiko event held by Karl’s club.

Ryo and Karl talked at the Wadaiko event in Japan and kept talking online even after that.
Ryo studied English very hard in high school, so he had to stop practicing Wadaiko.

Karl stayed at Ryo’s house during the summer vacation to practice Wadaiko.

Ryo felt that traditional arts could not connect people without language.

Ryo performed at local events and festivals both in Japan and in America.

-10 -
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